
Staffordshire University Degree Show
After a good half hour lost in Stroke on Trent, and a friendly point in the right direction by a ticket master at 
the station, I turned up at Staffordshire University. The show was in a large open white space. Each student 

used their space in a unique and individual way. This is what made Staffordshire stand out for me over 
Birmingham. It felt like a much more creative place to be. Work was printed to a high standard, and 
displayed in a way suitable for each piece of individual work. There were large installations, digital 

displayed on computers and projectors, and large print work on the walls. They kept the room as a clear 
white canvas for their art, including little finishing touches like the matching white lilies. Overall I think this 

was a successful exhibition of their talents with a professional yet still creative atmosphere.     
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Birmingham University Degree Show
I walked into Birmingham University with high expectations. Expectations which were not met. Each 
student had a uniform board which showed their best work, as well important information, such as their bio, 
software they can use, and contact information. Although this may make it easier for possible employers to 
compare students, I dislike it and think it made it hard for students to stand out for their own talents. 
However there were some cabinets separate from the boards full of 3D work and mocked up books. These 
were my favorite bit of the exhibition as they had some personality. However its a shame the students 
couldn’t of kept their 3D work with their boards, on a shelf or their own personal cabinet like at 
Staffordshire University.
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Emma Pritchard has made a 
range of nontraditional sized 
business cards, featuring 
creative quotes. This appeals 
to the collector side of most 
creatives, making you want 
to collect them all. They 
are also relevant enough to 
display in a creative office. 
However the yellow one is 
too hard to read. 
All her details are displayed 
clearly on the back, as well 
as the enlarged quotation 
mark taken from the front, 
which has become her logo.

I think this is the most 
professional looking 
business card in Stafford-
shire University. The front 
is a single colour with  BEN 
in capitals spot varnished in 
the centre. This means that 
it has a shiny surface which 
reflects light as you turn it 
revealing the logo. The back 
is simple, using the blue 
from the front and black, 
all his information is in the 
bottle left corner. I like the 
amount of white space left 
by using this composition.

This one uses the concept 
‘Not just another business 
card’ and opens up to display 
both a written and visual CV. 
Although she gets top marks 
for the concept and her work 
is brilliant, I think her 
business card should have 
been finished with better 
printing and higher quality 
materials. Also she could of 
filled the gaps on the inside 
with more examples of work. 
Also her GB logo is a little bit 
too similar to the gatecrasher, 
Birmingham logo.

Jessica Bramley got lucky 
with her surname, as it gave 
her a logo. She uses a vector 
of a Bramley apple, with the 

fruit sticker containing her 
name. I think the simple 

design, and bright colours 
make it very stylish and 

appealing to the eye. Her 
details are clear and fit into 

the design well. This is proof 
that simplicity is key when 

designing a business card. It 
is also finished to a very high 

standard with good printing 
on a high quality gloss card. 

This business card is 
number two in this 

countdown because of the 
simple graphic logo made 
from his initials, J and E.  
I like the composition of 

the full logo and his details, 
which are all clear on a nice 

white background. The image 
on the front is an enlarged 

version of his logo, it work 
well and looks very 

professional. It is printed matt 
on thick textured paper. This  

makes it feel more tactile and 
interesting to touch.

Jennene has use a vector 
image of a silhouetted 

computer. All her details fit 
inside nicely. She is the first 

one we have looked at which 
has used an uncommon font. 

Her font looks quit robotic 
and computerised, which fits 
in with design. On the back 
she has a barcode, which I 
guess leads to her website, 
but someone with a clever 
phone will have to check. 

I really like the rounded 
edges of the card, and all in 

all it is finished very well.
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